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Westchester correction
officers protest use-of-force
rules at inmate's court
appearance

VALHALLA - More than 60 Westchester County
correction officers, frustrated over what they say is a
spike in violence in the county jail, packed a court
hearing today to support an officer allegedly
knocked unconscious by an inmate.

The inmate, Jason Aubry, appeared in Mount
Pleasant Town Court on a second-degree assault
charge in the March 18 incident that left Anthony
Farmer with a severely broken ankle, back and head
injuries.

Homebound since the attack, the 20-year veteran
officer couldn't attend the hearing because he can't
yet walk or drive. But he said his job did indeed
become more dangerous after a federal Department
of Justice report last year set out new guidelines for
dealing with unruly inmates.

"It makes it where you really want to step back and
call someone else rather than take care of a
situation,” said Farmer, 51, of Newburgh. "It's like
you can't touch them. It's gotten to the point where
you have to take whatever the supervisory staff
throws at you."

Alonzo West, president of the union representing
the officers, organized the demonstration because,
he said, there has been a rise in inmate violence
against correction officers and it's largely due to
new rules for use of force.

"The reason we're coming out now is that assaults at
the jail have increased,” West said. "We're concerned
about safety and security of the officers and also the
facility. The change in policies has correction

officers unsure how to proceed in uses of force."

He highlighted several incidents in recent months,
one involving one of the officers in attendance,
Jason Bolt, who said he suffered a herniated disk in
March while trying to restrain an inmate.

"Things are definitely escalating in the jail," said
Bolt, who missed two weeks of work and is now
restricted to light duty. "They make you kind of

apprehensive doing your job. You're scrutinized
and second-guessed about any incident.”

The jail administration said there are new rules in
place, including a new panel of three captains that
reviews all uses of force and recommends ways to
improve responses. The leadership disputed claims
that officer safety has been compromised by the
measures and that there there has been any
resulting increase in violence.

"| certainly would disagree with Mr. West's
contention that there's any spike in inmate-on-staff
assaults within our facility," said Justin Pruyne,
special assistant to the commissioner of the D
epartment of Corrections. "As a result of the
Department of Justice report, we've given our staff
clearer guidelines as to how to handle situations. If
anything, it's resulted in improvements in overall
safety in the facility. We have more clearcut, concise
guidelines."

No recent figures on inmate violence were
immediately available.

Aubry's felony assault case was postponed until July
29. He was originally jailed on bail-jumping and
drunk-driving charges.
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